Visual Art Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: 




Grade:
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	Self-Reflection:  

After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: (1) To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize assessment data to justify your level of achievement.) (2) What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again? (3)What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, reteach content, etc.)

	This lesson enabled students a lot of choice in ideation of their conceptual basis for their design.  I found that this freedom was great for some students, while others either didn’t know what dichotomy to choose or ended up using trite imagery to represent their ideas.  With these students I challenged them to use original symbols to represent their ideas or if they really wanted to use something like a heart or a star, I made it clear they would have to transform it in some way that made it their own.  This lesson was created to build on the student’s previously learned skills of sawing, filing, sanding, creating metal findings and to teach them the new skill of enameling.  I believe it was successful in improving these skills as well as teaching them how to think like artists when coming up with a conceptual intent for their artwork.  Many student’s final works of art showed formal improvement in technique as well as a personal investment in the conceptual backing of their work. With the first assignment it was like pulling teeth to get the students to document their work on their digital portfolios and to keep all students at the same pace in reaching learning objectives.   To combat this, I incorporated in-class work time for digital portfolios and daily check-ins of class progress so students could gauge where they were in the creation of their artwork and where they needed to be.  Below are some links to student portfolios to show specific student’s achievements for this project. 




Lesson Idea and Relevance: What are you going to teach and why is this lesson of importance to your students? How is it relevant to students of this age and background?


Young adults are beginning to develop their ideas and opinions about the world around them and it is inevitable that they start to notice the natural dichotomies that exist in the world.  Especially in an environment where our country is divided on so many issues it is important for students of this age to be able to see both sides of things. This lesson is designed to get students thinking about the concept of opposition and how things that are completely different can work together visually.  It will also enable students to hone their abilities to represent deeper concepts through visual expression.  








Essential Question (s): What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and transfer of learning?


How can creating art about two opposing ideas or things lead to a deeper understanding of their conceptual and visual relationships?


How do artists use the elements and principles of visual art to explore and express dichotomies that exist in the world?


What makes ideas or things different? What makes them the same? How can you express these similarities and differences visually?








Essential Understanding (s): What are the “big ideas”? What specific understandings about them are desired?


Artists use visual language to explore and express dichotomies that exist in our world.


Artists generate ideas and plans that inform their final works of art.


Although inherently different, opposites can complement each other conceptually and visually





Outcomes - Students will know...What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? ...Art history and culture; expressive features and characteristics of art; art materials, tools, and techniques? What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and skill?  ...Compare and contrast art work; analyze sketches?


Students will be able to:


Students will be able to generate ideas and develop sketches that inform their final work of art exploring two opposing ideas or things. 


Students will be able to visually represent opposing concepts using the elements and principles of visual art including and not limited to: line, shape, balance, symmetry, texture, color, contrast, etc.


Students will be able to build on previously learned metalsmithing skills of sawing, filing, sanding, riveting, patina, and creating jump rings and metal findings and develop new skills including enameling and soldering. 


Students will be able to reflect on, analyze, and evaluate their artistic choices and final works of art verbally and in written form. 


Students will be able to document the planning, process, and product of their artwork in a digital sketchbook/portfolio.








Assessment Instrument (s): By what criteria will “performances of understanding” be judged?





Students will submit their digital portfolios which document their idea generation, sketching, works in progress and final product as well as their reflections on their work. 








Student Reflective Activity: Through what authentic performance task(s) will students demonstrate the desired understandings? How will students reflect upon and self-assess their learning?





Students will complete a written assignment reflecting on the dichotomy they chose:


How did your ideas about this dichotomy change from the start of this project to the finish?  What did you discover about your opposing ideas/things?


How does your pendant or pair of earrings visually show the relationships between your opposites?


How did you use line, shape, color, texture, balance, symmetry, contrast, etc. to communicate the differences or similarities between your opposites?








Ideation: How will you equip students, help them experience the key ideas, and explore the issues to generate ideas for their art work?





The initial ideation will come from our group brainstorming session about dichotomies.  Next students will complete an idea-generating playsheet where they explore concepts related to their opposing ideas or things and attempt to come up with imagery that will represent these ideas. 





Motivation: How will you hook all students and hold their interest?





I will show students a power point of different contemporary artists that use dichotomies and opposites as a subject of their artwork. We will discuss how the artists have used visual elements to represent the relationships and differences between the opposing things or ideas. The simple questions students will answer about each example are:


What do you see?


What does it mean? How do you Know?








Pre-assessment: How will you help the students know where the unit is going and what is expected? Help the teacher know where the students are coming from (prior knowledge, interests)?


I will introduce this lesson by asking students to define the word dichotomy.  If no one knows the definition, we will discuss it’s meaning and how it is synonymous with opposite.  Next, I will facilitate a group discussion listing common dichotomies or opposites that exist in the world.  If students are only coming up with surface level oppositions (ex. Hot and cold, happy and sad, etc) I will come up with some deeper concepts for the students to generate opposites for. 





Instruction: What content knowledge (know) and skills (do) will be taught for students to be successful in this art experience? Provide opportunities to rethink and revise their understandings and work? Allow students to evaluate their work and its implications? (Understand) Include literacy and numeracy?


The lesson will begin with a group discussion about dichotomies and opposites.  We will discuss how we’ve learned about opposites since we were in kindergarten and that they are all around us.  As a group we will brainstorm different people, places, things, and concepts and their opposites.  I will also offer deeper concepts or ideas for students to generate opposites for if the group’s ideas are too surface-level. 


Students will observe a power point showing contemporary artists that make art dealing with dichotomies.  They will be asked to answer a series of questions:


What do you see?


What does it mean?


How do you know? 


I will introduce the project concept, requirements, grading criteria, and techniques we have learned and techniques we will acquire. I will show the digital project page.


Students will be given time to develop their ideas using an idea-generating playsheet.  Students will be brainstorming concepts associated with their dichotomies and imagery to express them visually.


Students will plan and create their dichotomy pendants or pair of earrings.


Instruction will include an enameling, patina, and soldering demo. 


Reflection activity.





Materials, Resources, Safety: What is needed to complete the learning plan?


18-gauge copper


18-gauge copper wire


Round-nose pliers


Flat-nose pliers


Steel block


Ball peen hammer


Bench pin


Jewelers saw


Jeweler’s ruler


Wire snips


Assortment of metal files


Dowels


Masking Tape


Sharpies


Copper Tongs


Patina materials








Accommodations: How is the lesson tailored (personalized) to the different needs, interests, and abilities of learners? ...Access (Resources and/or Process) and Expression (Products and/or Performance)? 


This lesson is designed to build on the technical jewelry-making skills students acquired during the first lesson while teaching them new, more complex skills. 


Conceptually, the lesson gives students the freedom to explore opposing concepts that are meaningful to them because dichotomies exist all around us.  The last project asked students to reflect on their path through life and create a visual representation of this.  This assignment will help them improve their skills of transferring complex concepts into visual representations by asking them to choose their own conceptual opposition. 


During the ideation stage students with different learning styles will be able to participate in many different idea-generating techniques including visual examples, group discussion, and individual written playsheets. 


Because students can choose their dichotomy, they can choose as complex or as simple of an idea to visually represent in their pendant or earrings. 








