Visual Art Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: Reliquaries in Clay
Grade: 9th-10th
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Example of my word webs for my reliquary.

[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]e tenon. 2.4
o B, LN g





[image: image5.jpg]



Lesson Idea and Relevance: What are you going to teach and why is this lesson of importance to your students? How is it relevant to students of this age and background?


This lesson will teach students how tangible objects can hold deeper meaning or significance through the stories, memories, ideas, emotions, and concepts humans attach to them. High School aged students sometimes struggle with feeling ownership for many things.  They are in a stage of their lives where not many things belong to them so taking an object that is meaningful to them and amplifying its importance by creating a reliquary will teach them how to express the value they hold for objects in their lives.  It will also teach them how tangible objects can be symbols for deeper concepts and ideas.  This will begin to make them think about how works of tangible art can communicate deeper concepts and ideas.  





Essential Understanding (s): What are the “big ideas”? What specific understandings about them are desired?


Many different cultures have created reliquaries as vessels that contain objects of significance to their beliefs and values. 


Art can be used to elevate the conceptual value of objects.


In art, form often reflects function and vice versa.  


Vessels can use visual tools to communicate what they hold.


Artists develop a plan for their artwork then choose the appropriate techniques, tools and materials to carry out their plan


Artists use creative problem solving and perseverance to work through design issues on their path to a finished artistic product.





Essential Question (s): What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and transfer of learning?


How do cultures elevate objects of importance by creating vessels to hold them?


How do artist create relationships between the form and function of the objects they create?


What gives an object personal significance? How do the memories and emotions we attach to an object transform it into something more special or important?


How can the surface texture, shape, color, surface design, and form of a vessel communicate information about what the vessel holds?


How can a design plan contribute to a finished artistic product?





Outcomes - Students will know...What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? ...Art history and culture; expressive features and characteristics of art; art materials, tools, and techniques? What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and skill?  ...Compare and contrast art work; analyze sketches?


Students will be able to:


Observe and comprehend how artists across cultures use vessels to venerate objects of significance.


Develop sketches in pencil and clay to inform their final ceramic vessel.


Choose the appropriate hand-building techniques and tools to create a vessel who’s form communicates information about what it holds. 


Use creative problem solving and critical thinking to create a work of art that is structurally sound and functional as a vessel.


Document their planning, works in progress, process and problems they overcame, product and reflections on their artwork in their digital sketchbooks. 





Student Reflective Activity: Through what authentic performance task(s) will students demonstrate the desired understandings? How will students reflect upon and self-assess their learning?


Students will participate in a group reflective activity where they display their sketches and final product on their table without the object in their vessel.  The members from each table will switch with the members of another table and they will have to match each object to the vessel it belongs to.  As a group we will go to each table and discuss why the students chose the specific pairs of objects and vessels they chose. We will discuss how the surface texture or design, shape, color or form give information about what the vessel is intended to hold and ask the students to explain why the object holds personal significance and why the artistic choices they made in creating their vessel. 


Students will also create a written reflection about their process and product of the assignment (questions found on “Reliquaries in Clay” project page)





Assessment Instrument (s): By what criteria will “performances of understanding” be judged?





Instructor will assess student understanding through the student’s digital sketchbooks.


Grading Criteria: � HYPERLINK "https://www.bulbapp.com/u/reliquaries-in-clay" ��Reliquaries in Clay�


Students will be documenting their planning including sketches and idea-generating word webs in their digital sketchbooks. They will also document their works in progress including sketches in clay, their final product and reflections in their digital sketchbook.  This will include pictures and written responses about the objects that hold significance to them, and reflections on their sketches and plans and final product.


1.What parts of your design will be difficult to fabricate? Which parts will be easy?


2.How does your design’s form reflect its function? How does its surface design, color, shape, surface texture and other characteristics communicate information about what the vessel holds?


3. How did your idea for your vessel change as you sketched your ideas?





Ideation: How will you equip students, help them experience the key ideas, and explore the issues to generate ideas for their art work?


Students will create a list of four or five meaningful objects and describe why they are significant.


Students will choose three objects to construct word webs for which will reflect the memories or stories, emotions or concepts, they associate with those objects. 


Students will then create a T-graph with the ideas they generated on one side and surface design, shapes, colors, or other characteristics that they could use to communicate information about the objects. 


Students will create five sketches of three different vessels for their final work.  They will include ideas about what hand-building technique: slab, coil, or pinch, they will use to construct their design.


After a group discussion about the students designs, they will create a sketch in clay of their final design to work through any issues they may have in constructing their vessel. 





Motivation: How will you hook all students and hold their interest?


I will begin the lesson by showing students the reliquary I created to venerate the memorial rock for my friend who took his life.  I will explain how the rock is meaningful to me because it represents his life and explain the artistic choices I made in creating the vessel and how they communicate information about the significance of the rock.


I will also show students a power point with examples of contemporary artists who create reliquaries to venerate objects of personal significance.  





Pre-assessment: How will you help the students know where the unit is going and what is expected? Help the teacher know where the students are coming from (prior knowledge, interests)?


I will ask students to define reliquary and define relic and discuss their responses.  We will also have a short discussion about objects they find meaningful and why.  They will record their objects and the reasons they find them meaningful in their digital sketchbooks.  This will be a chance for them to reflect on their possessions and the emotions or memories they attach to them and will help me gauge if they understand how objects can hold deeper meaning based on the concepts we associate with them.  I will also show examples of basic ceramic vessels and talk about how their form fits their function. Example: every part of a teapot has a function for what the teapot is created to do. The form of a vase relates to its function of holding flowers. This will be a precursor to talking about how reliquaries hold relics. 





Instruction: What content knowledge (know) and skills (do) will be taught for students to be successful in this art experience? Provide opportunities to rethink and revise their understandings and work? Allow students to evaluate their work and its implications? (Understand) Include literacy and numeracy?


Teacher will show and explain personal reliquary. 


Teacher will show a power point which will include pictures references to historic and contemporary reliquaries.  Students will participate in a group discussion about how the vessels’ characteristics communicate information about what they hold. 


Students will create a list of four or five meaningful objects and describe why they are significant.


Students will choose three objects to construct word webs for which will reflect the memories or stories, emotions or concepts, they associate with those objects. 


Students will then create a T-graph with the ideas they generated on one side and surface design, shapes, colors, or other characteristics that they could use to communicate information about the objects. 


Students will create five sketches of three different vessels for their final work.  They will include ideas about what hand-building technique: slab, coil, or pinch, they will use to construct their design.


After a group discussion about the students designs, they will create a sketch in clay of their final design to work through any issues they may have in constructing their vessel. 








Materials, Resources, Safety: What is needed to complete the learning plan?





Clay


Hand-building tools


Rollers and roller guides for slab building


Sketchbooks











Accommodations: How is the lesson tailored (personalized) to the different needs, interests, and abilities of learners? ...Access (Resources and/or Process) and Expression (Products and/or Performance)? 


Students will have a wide range of choice in ideation, planning, process, and final product which will enable them to choose the route to understanding that is most comfortable to their abilities and needs.  For example, if they are finding it difficult to sketch their ideas they are given the option of finding images online that fit their requirements or they are encouraged to sketch their idea in clay.  Students can choose to coil, pinch, or slab build their reliquary which provides many different options for student’s skill levels working in clay.  The intro for the project will include visual examples, written questions, directions and explanations on a power point as well as physical examples of reliquaries that students can observe and hold. 








