Visual Art Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: Shared Experience Rings 

Grade:9-12
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Lesson Idea and Relevance: What are you going to teach and why is this lesson of importance to your students? How is it relevant to students of this age and background?


Young adults are beginning to form meaningful relationships with the people around them.  They are at a stage in their life where they are exploring their individuality while preparing to be on their own in the world as adults and it is important for them to reflect on the connections they have formed and their importance. This lesson will help them explore these personal connections by creating a work of art which visually represents an experience they shared with this important person and commemorates their bond. 





Essential Question (s): What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and transfer of learning?


How do objects tell stories? How can a hand-crafted object evoke a memory or shared experience?


What person in this world do you share an unbreakable bond or connection with?


What important memory or experience have you shared with them? Why was this experience important?


How can you visually represent this memory in ring that commemorates your shared experience?











Essential Understanding (s): What are the “big ideas”? What specific understandings about them are desired?


Artists create works of art informed by meaningful experiences.


 Jewelry can open dialogue, evoke stories, and symbolize important events and commitments.


Art of adornment, specifically rings, have been used historically to symbolize meaningful relationships. 


Artists and designers generate ideas for works of art and carry them out through planning and application of learned skills and techniques. 


People collaborate to create works of art that commemorate shared experiences. 





Outcomes - Students will know...What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? ...Art history and culture; expressive features and characteristics of art; art materials, tools, and techniques? What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and skill?  ...Compare and contrast art work; analyze sketches?


Students will be able to:


Ideation: Generate ideas, interview questions, and develop sketches that inform my final work of art exploring a meaningful experience shared with an important person. 


Creation: Visually represent a shared experience using the elements and principles of visual art including and not limited to: line, shape, balance, symmetry, texture, color, contrast, etc.


Application: Build on previously learned metalsmithing skills of sawing, filing, sanding, riveting, patina, enameling, creating jump rings and metal findings and develop the new skill of creating band rings.


Reflection: Reflect on, analyze, and evaluate my artistic choices and final work of art verbally and in written form.


Documentation: Document the planning, process, and product of my artwork in a digital sketchbook/portfolio.








Assessment Instrument (s): By what criteria will “performances of understanding” be judged?





Students will create a digital portfolio documenting the ideation, planning and creation of their ring.  They will record their process and final product addressing struggles they faced and how they overcame them.





Student Reflective Activity: Through what authentic performance task(s) will students demonstrate the desired understandings? How will students reflect upon and self-assess their learning?





Students will create a ring that visually represents their shared experience with a meaningful person in their life. They will develop a series of interview questions for the person with whom they shared this experience which will inform the symbolism present in their final work of art. Their reflective activity will ask them to evaluate their artistic choices and the overall success of their final work of art to communicate this shared experience. 





Motivation: How will you hook all students and hold their interest?


The lesson will begin with a discussion about the meaning of the ring finger in Chinese Culture and an interactive activity that gets students to think about the connection between our personal relationships and the arts of adornment we use to symbolize them. Students will then be asked to identify the people in their lives with whom they share an unbreakable bond. Next, they will be asked to think of a meaningful experience they shared with this person.





Ideation: How will you equip students, help them experience the key ideas, and explore the issues to generate ideas for their art work?


Students will record in their digital sketchbooks a list of the people in their life they have the deepest connections with and then voluntarily share out.  Next, they will brainstorm experiences they shared with these people and why those memories stand out and share out. Students will then create a list of the ten most important concepts or elements about this shared experience and brainstorm symbols that could represent these elements.  They will create sketches of three of these symbols. Students will develop three sketches that combine two or more of the symbols they sketched from their list.  Students will also create a list of ten interview questions that will inform their final design.





Pre-assessment: How will you help the students know where the unit is going and what is expected? Help the teacher know where the students are coming from (prior knowledge, interests)?


The lessons up until now have asked students to visually interpret their personal experiences or deep concepts of dichotomies through visual symbolism and imagery.  These lessons have been designed to facilitate students in developing visual representations of ideas which will be the main concept of this final artwork so I am confident in their ability to generate ideas and transfer these ideas into tangible works of art. However, the ideation activity will act as a preassessment for student’s ability to verbally tell their stories and then develop ideas of how to visually tell their stories. 





Instruction: What content knowledge (know) and skills (do) will be taught for students to be successful in this art experience? Provide opportunities to rethink and revise their understandings and work? Allow students to evaluate their work and its implications? (Understand) Include literacy and numeracy?


Day One (Wednesday): Introduction: 


Students will be shown a demonstration on the meaning of each finger in Chinese culture representing the unbreakable bond shared by life partners, symbolized by the wedding ring on the fourth finger.


They will be asked to think about who in their life they share a similar unbreakable bond with and list them in their digital portfolio.  


Next, they will be asked to tell the story of a shared experience with that person from their personal perspective in their digital portfolio. 


From that story they will pick ten elements or concepts that are central to the story and develop four sketches of symbols that could represent these concepts. 


Students will create three final design sketches that combine two or more of these symbols and will inform their final ring.


Day Two (Thursday): Sketch Collaboration and Bulb Documentation work day. Demo on ring sizing:


Students will have the first 25 minutes of class to finalize their sketches of their symbols. 


The next 20 minutes students will participate in a sketch collaboration activity with members of their table groups: � HYPERLINK "Sketch%20Collaboration%20exit%20ticket.docx" ��Sketch Collaboration�


The rest of the class period will be spent observing and taking notes during the ring sizing demo to show students how their symbols will transfer to a metal band. If time students will finalize their design plans. 


Day Three (Friday): Students finalize design plans and begin to cut metal for their final rings. 


Day Four (Monday): Students transfer designs to metal bands.


Day Five (Tuesday): Students Observe Demo on soldering metal bands to inform their final ring.





Materials, Resources, Safety: What is needed to complete the learning plan?


Safety: Proper maintenance and use of drills, jeweler’s saws, and soldering equipment. 





Materials:


20-gauge copper


Jeweler’s saws


Ring mandrils


Jewelers rulers


Assortment of pliers


Assortment of solder


Solder-cutters


Soldering picks


Assortment of files


Steel punch


Steel Blocks


Bench Pins


Assortment of Sandpaper and buffing material


Enamel?





Accommodations: How is the lesson tailored (personalized) to the different needs, interests, and abilities of learners? ...Access (Resources and/or Process) and Expression (Products and/or Performance)? 


The opportunity to choose the person and shared experience they want to represent in their ring design enables students a lot of differentiation in complexity of their concept and resulting design plan.  Students will also be allowed to choose different options of creating rings that vary in technical complexity.  For our students who have IEP’s or 504’s we will only focus on the skills of creating a ring, and not soldering the connection.  They will create fitted rings with only cold connections.  Students will be able to rivet layered bands or design elements, create a single cut and sawn band dealing with positive and negative space, create a soldered elements that attaches to the band, explore patinas, or enameling based on their ability and design plans.  Students will also have the option to create two rings, one for themselves, and one for the person they shared their experience with.








